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ADVICE TO STUDENTS*

It has indeed given me great pleasure to be able to visit
this College.

You have reminded me of the happy days I spent in South
Africa. Those were days when my life was almost wholly cast
in the midst of my Mussulman countrymen and it was early
in 1893 that I found myself in the company of some of the
finest Mussulmans it has been my good fortune to meet, as also
to influence. It therefore does not surprise me that you have
invited me to meet you in this hall

Maulana Shaukat Ali when he returned from Ceylon gave
me what he said was a message from the Mussulmans of Ceylon
to hasten to Ceylon as soon.as possible. But the work in which
both he and I were engaged made it impossible for me to come
here at that time.

Those of you who are in the habit of reading Indian news-
papers will know that just before I embarked for Colombo I
had the pleasure of meeting the Professors and boys of the
Jamia College at Delhi. I have not got the time to give you a
set speech, because there are other appointments waiting for
me, but I would summarize the speech I gave to the boys in
Delhi.

All the education that you are receiving in this great col-
lege will be reduced to nothing if it is not built on the founda-
tion of a pure character.

As I was reading your magazines I could not help admiring
the zeal with which the work was done here and the marvellous
progress that has been made in a few years. But as I was
reading the report that was read before the Governor on the
occasion of the foundation laying ceremony, I could not help
feeling how nice it would be if we could raise a foundation of
good character so that stones on stones might be raised thereon
and we might look back with joy and pride upon that edifice.
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